
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 2007.12.19 
DATE: Wednesday December 19, 
2007 
LOCATION: Green Bay, British Virgin 
Islands. 
 
NAME: Wayne Francis Johanning 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 53-year-
old male from Fort Meyers, Florida. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: The surface was 
choppy. 
 
NARRATIVE: Johanning had brought 
his wife, two grown sons and a friend 
to the Caribbean for a sailing 
vacation aboard a 41-foot catamaran.  
 
He was diving with his wife, their 
sons and a friend when he went 
missing. He had surfaced with one of 
his sons, but the son went down to 
look for the third diver. When the son 
surfaced again, his father was 
missing.  
 
After the group called for help, BVI 
Search and Rescue and the U.S. 
Coast Guard launched a massive air 
and sea search spanning 273 nautical miles that included at least one helicopter, a cutter, a 
private airplane and several smaller vessels. 
 
Next day, BVI Search and Rescue divers found the victim's body parts near the dive site 
where he was last seen.  
 
INJURY: An autopsy performed on the victim's remains on December 24, 2007 confirmed 
that cause of death was drowning. There had been no shark involvement prior to death. 
 
SPECIES: At the time the body was recovered tiger sharks appeared to have partially 
consumed the remains. However, no sharks were present when the body was first spotted 
and there was no evidence that the sharks were involved in the diver’s death. 
 
SOURCE: The Virgin Island Daily News, December 21, 2007 
http://www.virginislandsdailynews.com/index.pl/article_home?id=17618656 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Christofer Johansson, Global Shark Accident File 
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