ACTIVITY: Spearfishing
CASE: GSAF 1994.04.02
DATE: Saturday April 2, 1994
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean on
Skipskop Reef, about two nautical miles off Arniston, Western
Cape Province, South Africa. Arniston is located 35
kilometres [21.7 miles] northeast of Cape Agulhas, the
southernmost tip of the African continent.
34º37.6'S, 20º21'E
NAME: Gabriel Francois de Wet Ries
DESCRIPTION: The diver was a 29-year-old male. He was
wearing a black wetsuit and hood, and carried a speargun.
BOAT: The divers’ support boat, Georgie, was skippered by
Tommy Kruger, Bonita Dive Club, Strand, False Bay, South
Africa.
BACKGROUND
Damage to the diver’s hood
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, April 3, 1994
SEA CONDITIONS: Diving conditions were “good” and a “thermo-cloud existed to an
approximate depth of three metres”.
ENVIRONMENT: The diver was hunting yellowtail, Seriola lalandi.
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Two nautical miles
DEPTH: 18 metres
TIME: Between 15h00 and 16h10
NARRATIVE: De Wet Ries was spearfishing when he suddenly disappeared. A search of
the area resulted in the recovery of only his speargun’s handgrip and barrel.
Initially it was thought that the diver suffered a shallow water blackout and drowned, but
pieces of the hood, shoulder and breast of a wetsuit similar to that worn by the missing diver
were subsequently recovered and handed over to the police.
INJURY: Forensic examination indicated the cuts to the spearfisherman’s hood were made
by a white shark, but it could not be determined if the spearfisherman was alive or dead
when his hood was bitten. However, based upon the bite pattern, it appeared that someone
(presumably the spearfisherman) was wearing the hood when it was bitten by the shark. If
the diver was alive when the shark bit the wetsuit hood, the resulting injuries would have
been fatal.
SPECIES: White shark
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Dr. Leonard J.V. Compagno, Shark Research Center

© Global Shark Accident File, 1994. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.

© Global Shark Accident File, 1994. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.

© Global Shark Accident File, 1994. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.

