
ACTIVITY: Shipwreck 
CASE: GSAF 1973.09.29 / SA-223 
DATE:  Saturday September 29, 1973 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian 
Ocean at Mission Rocks, 16km north of the St Lucia 
Estuary, on the northern coast of KwaZulu-Natal, 
South Africa. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: A crewman. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, September 26, 1973 
 
NARRATIVE: During the early hours of the morning the 25-ton 14,5-metre fishing vessel 
Alan S developed engine trouble. As the boat drifted towards the rocky shore Captain 
Vernon Keller shot off flares and broadcast a May-Day. When his craft went aground at 
Mission Rocks, Captain Keller swam to the beach with a rope in his mouth, rigged a lifeline 
and managed to bring all but one of his crew to shore. As the last man was pulled towards 
the beach, he disappeared beneath the waves and the line went slack.  
 
INJURY: Fatal. His body washed ashore 30 kilometres north of Mission Rocks. A large 
amount of muscle tissue had been removed from his thigh by a shark. 
 
SOURCES: Natal Mercury, October 5, 1973; Durban Daily News, October 5, 1973 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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