
ACTIVITY: Air disaster 
CASE: GSAF 1958.07.04.b 
DATE: Friday July 4, 1958 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean between Wake Island and 
Hawaii. 
 
NAME: CPO Roy A. Robinson, Sr. 
DESCRIPTION: He was a member of the crew 
of a U.S. Air Force C-124 transport plane.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was cloudy and the air temperature was 77ºF. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and the water temperature was 82ºF. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 600 miles from Honolulu, Hawaii 
TIME: 10h25 
 
NARRATIVE: A giant 90-ton cargo plane, a U.S. Airforce C124 enroute from Hickham Air 
Base to Japan, developed engine trouble shortly before 01h00. Brown had just turned the 
plane around to go back to Johnston Island when a propeller flew off, slashing into the 
fuselage and cutting off all power and steering control. “We piled into the ocean at 120 
knots,” said Brown.  
 
After the crash, Brown inflated his lifejacket and found Vanderee. The two men were joined 
by Phillips, Robinson and Eaton. There had been two 20-man life rafts aboard but the 
survivors were unable to retrieve them. Instead, they fashioned a raft from a piece of wood 
and buoyed it with mailbags. The raft could not support their weight, but they could cling to it 
and kick at the sharks when they arrived on the scene.  
 
No difficulties were experienced with the sharks until about 10h45, about nine hours after 
the accident. Robinson became irrational and attempted to swim away from the rest of the 
group. Captain Brown swam after him and was about 10 feet away when the shark 
attacked. Captain Brown was bitten on the left shoulder and returned to the rafter. Robinson 
was attacked by the sharks and was not seen again until he was picked up after rescue of 
the three crew members. 
 
The sharks returned but were scared away by the three rcrew members thrashing about 
when they attempted to get into the raft. This kept the raft spinning over and over like a 
spinning wheel and, in the opinion of the survivors, was the reason the sharks did not attack 
again. Helicopters from the USS Boxer rescued the three remaining crew members and the 
fatally-injured courier at 13h25. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. He was bitten on the upper extremities, anterior right chest and right 
anterior abdomen. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. According to the survivors, there were five or six sharks, 
averaging 1.8 metres in length. 
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SOURCES:  St. Petersburg Independent, Monday July 7, 1958, page 2; Evening Star 
(Washington D.C.), July 7, 1958, page A10; George A. Llano in Sharks and Survival, pages 
382-383; Victor M. Coppleson (1962), page 259; Summarized from Medical Forms of 
Accident Report by Major John A. McCluskey, Directorate of Aerospace Safety, USAF, 
December 24, 1964;  
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