ACTIVITY: Fishing for basking sharks
CASE: GSAF 1899.08.23.R

DATE: Reported August 23, 1899
LOCATION: Monterey Bay, California, USA.

NAMES: Unknown

NARRATIVE: The men were hunting basking sharks. One shark they harpooned “raised
itself partly out of the water and began to strike with its powerful tail. The first blow crushed
the starboard boat, beating in the rail and killing two men and swamping her. The shark
then struck [illegible] the other side, crushing the port boat like an eggshell. Then it rolled
over, beating the water into foam, and with a terrific lunge disappeared, carrying the boat
under water. The wreck soon came up, with one man clinging to it, five having been killed or
drowned by the shark. The survivor drifted around for hours and was finally picked up. This
was the first and last attempt to take the big sharks of Monterey.”

SPECIES: The incident involved a basking shark, said to be 40 feet in length.
NOTE: This was a provoked incident; the shark had been harpooned.

SOURCE: Mexia Evening Ledger (Mexia, Texas), Wednesday, August 23, 1899




Dilgnstrous Attempt of Jap Flahermen.
“Yom kunow bhow imitative the
Japanese are,” said a naturaliet of

Monterey, Oal. “‘Well, the Chinese|

for years have msintained » shark
flshery here. They woatoh small
sharks, principally the leopard and
oil sharkns, and make a fair good liv-
ing out of it. The livers they use for
oil, the skins they sell for shagreen
and sword bandles, and the fins are
employed in making some delicsoy
dear to the Chinese palate.

“Some time ago a Japaness ap-
peored here, a little black-eyed fellow
who in a very short time mastered all
the intricncies of the Chiness method
of taking sharks. What he was par.
ticularly interented in was a big bone
shark that was snpposed to be fonad
off Monterey in summer, He was re-
ferred to me ms & possibla authority,
and it so happened that I could give
the information desired. Monterey
Bay is peculiar iu this respect, that,
apporently, it ie the home of one of
the largest sharks, an almost tooth.
less giant that attains e leagth of
forty to fifty feet and & weight of
forty or more tons, Oceasionally
these large sharks roam into the bay,
feeding upou small fish; but in sum-
wmer, for some reason anknown, they
go offshore about ten miles and lie at
the surface in sohools, Al snch times
they are very siuggish and can be ap-
proached with little or no diffienlty,
snd for thie remson are known as
basking sharks, as they appear to
bask on the surface.

“*All this T told the Japanese, all
the “time wondering what he was
about, and finally he unlfolded his
scheme, which was to make a businoss
of oapturing ikeso moonstor sharks,
If the Chinese made money eatohing
small ones how much more could be
realize from the large ones? he rea-
soned. The liverof one, hoestimatod
wonld bhe worth a largs amount of

| tmoney,
' might be dangerous, but he merely

I suggestell thot the Hshing

laughed at that, and to make my
atory short he nppeared in Monterey
some weeks Inter with a party of his
people, I believe they brought their
boats around from San Franoiseo, but
in ahy event it was not long before
thay were ready for business,

“It took them o week to locate the
big sharks, about live or six niiles off
Moutersy Bay. 'There was & echool
of large dimensions, the fish all lying
awash, or on the surfuce, with their
big dorsal fns out of water aud their
heads in one direction. The sharks
were of onormons size, and this and
the extruordinary nature of the school

would have deumoralized alwost any |

ope, but not the Japavese. 'They
stood off a while, then threo bonts
palled 1n, each with a herpponer i
the bow, Tlhe sharks appeared to be
sleeping, lyinghead on to the ses and
presenting a remarkable spectaclo,
Nearer the hoats approached until
Anally thoy wers fairly in the school,
and not a shark had stirred, Then
When directly over the big game ths
little men sent the larpoons into
hem, The sharks all dasbied off, and
in a few moments the entire school
was in full tlight, rushing along nt
yacohoree speerll, 'The rope was soon
exbauated, aud the Losts were jerked
along, bow nuder in a manner that
bade fair to demotalize the fishermen,
Dne boat was taken out lo sea sevoral
miles; two others were earvied up the
coast, and Lhe men began to think
ibat they would Liave to cut awny the
line, but finally after the #sl had
towed thew up snd down the coast
und suhjected them to many dangers,

their speed beganto decrense, and the I

fishermen could lay on to the rope and
inal themselves np on tho Hal,

I “It was now the luncer's turn to do
nis work., The sburks nppeared to be
completely exhansted, and ono of the

islowly away belore the wind,

lienvy boats was earefulty rowed along-
side one of them, As lLer Low weni
over the giant the lancer thrust his
keen blado into tne vitals of the fish.
Aterrible struggle was oxpectad, bhut
the shark merely moved alisarl convyl-
sively, aad tho flshermen had uvery
reason to think that it wus dead or
dying; but they had twnoh to learn
abont Bharks. The monster did not
move, but lay on the surface pecfoctly
quiet, and two biata soon wale faat,
o6 on each side, tricing the huge
tishup with large ropes, so that it
thated botween them and sbout five
feetirom each boat; this accomplished,
8ail was eet and the boats moved

‘“They Liad gone perhaps a mile,and
thefisherwen probably were felicita-

1g themseives on the capture whon,
wthout warning, the flul, which was
esdimated to be forty feet in longth
andio weigh many tons, raised itseli
pirtly out water aud began to strika
withils powerfal tail, The first blow
cruthed the starboard boat, beating in
the rpil and killing two men avd
swamping Ler. 'The slark thei steaok

L the other side, ernshing the port
boat like au eggsbeli. Then it rolled
over, beating the water into foaw,and
with a terrifie lange disappeared, I-
cierying the boat under water. The
w'eck soon came up, with one man
chnging to it, five Liaviog Leen killed
ordrowned by the shark. ‘I'he sur-

vivor drifted around for hours snd
was Hually pioksd up. 'This was the
firat and last attempt to take tho big
sharks of Monterey,”
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