
ACTIVITY: Fishing for basking sharks 
CASE: GSAF 1899.08.23.R 
DATE: Reported August 23, 1899 
LOCATION: Monterey Bay, California, USA.  
 
NAMES: Unknown 
 
NARRATIVE: The men were hunting basking sharks. One shark they harpooned “raised 
itself partly out of the water and began to strike with its powerful tail. The first blow crushed 
the starboard boat, beating in the rail and killing two men and swamping her. The shark 
then struck [illegible] the other side, crushing the port boat like an eggshell. Then it rolled 
over, beating the water into foam, and with a terrific lunge disappeared, carrying the boat 
under water. The wreck soon came up, with one man clinging to it, five having been killed or 
drowned by the shark. The survivor drifted around for hours and was finally picked up. This 
was the first and last attempt to take the big sharks of Monterey.” 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a basking shark, said to be 40 feet in length. 
 
NOTE: This was a provoked incident; the shark had been harpooned. 
 
SOURCE: Mexia Evening Ledger (Mexia, Texas), Wednesday, August 23, 1899 
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