
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1862.06.14 
DATE: Monday June 14, 1862 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Mediterranean Sea off 
Algeciras, Spain, near Gibralter. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-
year-old male, a seaman from the 
Keusarky 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: “Hot” 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, June 
12, 1862 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water 
was “very clear and one can see 
down to a great depth, but not to 
the bottom.” 
 
NARRATIVE: This attack took 
place the day after another 
seaman was killed by a shark 
while swimming around the ship. 
 
INJURY: Fatal 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. “The shark “was 16 feet long, of a bluish tint. The men and officers 
of the Kearsarge considered this big fish to be a man-eating shark, and so did the natives of 
that locality”. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Chris Moore 
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1.   Seaman Killed By Same Shark The Following Day  14th July 1862 off Algeciras, Bay of 
Gibralter: The American steamship Keusarky /Kearsarge was stationary in the bay. One of its 
crew, an 18 year old seaman, was bathing alongside the steamship with another crew member, 
who was from Chile. The former was seized by the same shark that had killed Edward Tibbetts the 
previous day and the attack was witnessed by the rest of the crew on the ship but they could do 
nothing to help. The shark's first attack broke the upper part of the man's thigh, which the shark 
then swallowed, it then quickly made for the mutilated body and pulled it deeper, leaving a large 
stain of blood on the surface of the water which terrified everyone on the steamship. His fellow 
bather did not wish to leave the water for he wanted the chance to fight the shark, but the shark 
and its victim were not seen again.  
 
The following day the captain, with the intention of catching the shark, opening it and removing the 
victim's bones so that they could be buried, put 175lbs (79kg) of beef on a large fish hook as bait, 
hanging it from a large iron chain, but unfortunately he was still unable to capture it. The same 18ft 
shark was also sighted close to the Spanish war steamship Colon. Its mouth was reported to be be 
between half and three quarters of a yard in circumference. The shark was believed to have come 
from American seas following the tuna, of which there was an abundance in the Straits of Gibralter 
that year; there were several more sightings in the Bay of Cadiz and the Bay of Gibralter. 
 
(An interesting ending to these attacks, I do have another article on them that I haven't got round 
to getting translated to English, but I did do a literal translation online and at the end of the article 
I'm sure it said something like the body of either Tibbetts or the second seaman was discovered 
washed up on a beach shockingly mutilated. Not 100% sure but it may have said that….Chris 
Moore 
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Boletin loterias de toros 
(Madrid), July 29, 1862, 
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La Iberia,  
August 2, 1862, page 4 
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CASE INVESTIGATOR’S NOTES 
1: The first one is additional information for the Edward Tibbetts attack off Algeciras in 1862. I've 
read several accounts of this attack and it appears it took place on the 13th July at around 6:30 - 
7.00pm. (other sources claim different dates around June / July that year so I'm not 100% sure 
on this). The shark was 18 - 20ft in length (lots of witnesses who confirmed this). Before the 
shark went after Tibbetts it had attacked another man and struck him with such force he was 
thrown completely out of the water but he managed to escape. 50 to 60 of the crew were 
swimming with Tibbetts when the shark appeared amongst them. The shark had been seen 
entering the bay shortly before 6:30 with a dorsal fin sixteen or eighteen inches above the water. 
Most of the crew witnessed the shark disappearing into deeper water (the water visibility was 
very clear) with Tibbetts legs in its mouth (the rest of his body was trailing alongside the shark, 
his right arm extended up over his s houlder wrapped around the shark's great fin). 
 
2. (An interesting ending to these attacks, I do have another article on them that I haven't got 
round to getting translated to English, but I did do a literal translation online and at the end of the 
article I'm sure it said something like the body of either Tibbetts or the second seaman was 
discovered washed up on a beach shockingly mutilated. Not 100% sure but it may have said 
that….Chris Moore 
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